Infectious disease complaints comprise a substantial portion of emergency department patient presentations. The challenge in the diagnosis and management of patients with infectious diseases arises because of its breadth and diversity; ranging from a simple incision and drainage of an abscess, to the recognition of a rare infection in a traveler, to the resuscitation of septic shock. Emergency physicians are sentinels for emerging outbreaks and must rapidly synthesize epidemiologic parameters with history and physical exam findings, and laboratory data and imaging results to facilitate a diagnosis and treatment plan. With over 80 nationally and internationally esteemed contributors, *Emergency Management of Infectious Diseases*, edited by Rachel Chin, provides a practical, clinically oriented systems-based overview of viral, bacterial, fungal, and parasitic diseases with an emphasis on emergent diagnosis and treatment.

At 557 pages, the text is not a pocketbook reference for infectious disease management. However, the text is also generously supplemented with memory aids: explanatory photographs, diagnostic tables, and treatment charts. The book is also organized in an easily searched format, with 7 sections, including the following separate sections: Pediatrics; Special populations (eg, the oncology patient, pregnant and post-partum patients, the returning traveler, the intravenous drug abuser, the post-transplant patient, and those with sickle cell disease); Current Topics (Avian influenza, severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS); West Nile Virus, and bioterrorist agents); An Overview of Antibiotics; Microbiology and Laboratory Testing; and Infectious Control Precautions. In keeping with current terrorist threats, separate chapters cover each of the agents considered by the Working Group for Civilian Biodefense to pose the most serious threat as biological weapons: anthrax, botulism, plague, smallpox, tularemia, and viral hemorrhagic fevers.

Each disease-oriented chapter reviews epidemiology and pathophysiology, clinical features, differential diagnosis, laboratory and radiographic findings, treatment and prophylaxis, complications and admission criteria, and pearls and pitfalls. While brief, the chapter reviewing antibacterial, antifungal, and antiviral agents provides user-friendly tables listing indications for use, as well as potential toxicities and need for dosage adjustment in renal or hepatic failure. Identification of the specific causative microorganism by the microbiology lab may allow selection of targeted pharmacologic agents, thereby decreasing the use of broad-spectrum antibiotics and antibiotic resistance. Thus, the importance of ordering the correct laboratory test and interpreting the results accurately can not be emphasized enough, and the chapter that reviews the various types of tests offered by the laboratory and the indications for testing is quite useful.

Clearly, the strength of the text is its breadth of coverage. Yet, there are detailed nuances in evidence-based indications for testing and treatment of certain illnesses, such as otitis media, pharyngitis, and sinusitis, that are overlooked. For example, the American Academy of Pediatrics and American Academy of Family Physicians clinical practice guidelines for management of acute otitis media is not cited. Only vague recommendations are made regarding when rapid strep testing is indicated: "when there is concern for a bacterial etiology, rapid strep testing is commonly utilized" (p. 46), and little guidance is also provided as to who does not need antibiotics for sinusitis, despite the predominance of viral etiologies: "medical treatment consists of nasal saline irrigation, decongestants (topical or oral), antibiotics, and sometimes mucolytics"(p. 40). The reader should thus keep in mind that the book is not designed to be the sole source of information about infectious disease, and it should not be used as such. With that in mind, the text is an excellent and thorough adjunct resource for the emergency physician who confronts a broad spectrum of infectious disease.
